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A Guide To:

Buying and Fitting Butt Hinges

Butt hinges have been used for many years as there are so many differing types and styles that can be used for a multitude of jobs. The
main hinge will be looking at in this guide is a mortice butt hinge, a very standard hinge, designed for hanging all types of doors from
front to internal or even cupboard doors.
When choosing the right size and finish of a hinge a number of influences need to be considered for example, how big is the door,
what’s the thickness, is it solid oak, internal or external and will it be used all the time?
There are so many factors involved that we have designed this guide using 4” Ball Bearing Butt Hinges which are the strongest and most
durable of all the butt hinges in our range and we have also used three hinges on our doors as standard.
For more detailed answers to your questions then please refer to our Frequently Asked Question section of the website where there
is a wealth of information. Also, it is advised to consult a professional carpenter/joiner/builder in regards to choosing and fitting hinges.

Disclaimer: These fitting instructions are designed as a guide only and no responsibility can be taken by From The Anvil or it’s stockists regarding
damage to your property or product. It is advised that you seek professional advice before attempting this process.
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A Guide To:

Fitting butt hinges to a door

Step 1

Firstly decide the size and
quantity of hinges to be used
to hang your weight of door.
Here and, as standard, we will
be using 4” butt hinges and a
pair and a half (3 hinges) will
be needed.

Step 2

Score into the wood with a
knife using either your pencil
marks or the hinge itself. This
will aide as a guide for the next
steps and using a chisel.

Step 3

Using a sharp chisel and the
guides you have previously cut
chisel around the outline of
your hinge taking care not to
go over the lines or split the
edge of the door.

Step 4

Continue the chiselling process
around the guides to a depth
similar the thickness of your
hinge leaf (this can be adjusted
at a later stage if needed).

Start by positioning your
hinge on the edge of the door,
allowing the knuckle to move
freely & mark with a pencil.

Step 5

Chisel out enough space in
the door edge for the hinge
leaf to sit flush with the level
of the surface. Take your time
with this part if you are not
proficient at using chisels (seek
professional advice if unsure).

Step 6

Once enough space has been
chiselled out for the hinge
to sit flush, hold in place and
drill pilot holes for the screws
provided.
Take care to hold the hinge
firmly in place so it doesn’t
move.

Step 7

Using the screws provided
loosely fit each one in place
and gradually tighten till the
hinge is firmly and securely in
place.

Step 8

Repeat steps 1 to 7 for all the
butt hinges you will be using
on the door.
The same principles are
involved if you are fitting butt
hinges to a front door, internal
door or even a cupboard door
so use this as a guide for all
general butt hinge fittings.
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A Guide To:

Fitting a door into a frame using butt hinges

Step 1

If you have followed ‘Part 1’ of
our Butt Hinge guide then you
are ready to fit your door to its
frame. Begin by offering up the
door the opening and by using
some form of spacer in the gap
top and bottom you can gain a
well fitting door. When holding
up the door please ensure that
all hinge leaves are open so you
can get the correct position on
the frame.

Step 5

Hold the hinge leaf firmly in
the correct position now that
it has been chiselled into the
jamb. Proceed to drill pilot
holes for the hinge using as
many spaces that are provided.

Step 2

On the door frame where the
hinge knuckle and leaf sit place
a pencil mark ready for step 3.

Step 6

Repeat steps 1 to 5 for all the
hinges that you will be using to
hang your door.

Step 3

Using the spare hinge (if using
the recommended 3 hinges
you should have one spare)
open it out to line up with
your previous pencil marks
to ascertain position on the
inside of the door jamb. Allow
sufficient space for the knuckle
to bend freely and without
marking the frame.

Step 4

Once this has been marked out
chisel around the guide lines
(which can be cut beforehand
with a sharp knife) to a depth
of hinge leaf thickness. Proceed
to chisel out the rest of the
hinge are so that the leaf will
sit flush with the surface.

Step 7

The final step is to hold the
door in position and using the
screws provided loosely fit
each one in place and gradually
tighten till all the hinges are
firmly and securely in place.
Test the door to see if
everything works smoothly as
some minor adjustments can
be made.

The same principles are
involved if you are fitting butt
hinges to a front door, internal
door or even a cupboard door
so use this as a guide for all
general butt hinge fittings.

